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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Continued Examination filed on 5/6/09 has been acknowledged and 
as a result, the amendment filed on 4/6/09 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1, 2, 4, 10, 14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Verbakel et al. (US 6370090). 

Regarding claim 1 , Verbakel et al. teaches a recording medium comprising: a 
content data storage area which stores a plurality of content groups conforming to an 
identical form and having a respective directory name(126, 128, 130) (Fig. 5); a selector 
storage area which stores selector information of one directory name for designating 
one of said content groups (124) (Col. 5 Lines 40 - 52); and a retrieved-information 
storage area which stores information including a record address needed when a data 
reproducing device extracts said content group and said selector information (124). 
TOC (124) stores a record address that is needed when TOC (124) and Content areas 
(126, 128, or 130) are accessed. 

Regarding claim 2, Verbakel et al. teaches the recording medium according to 
claim 1, as shown above. Verbakel et al. further teaches wherein said selector storage 
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area further stores a content data list as a list of each content data contained in each 
content group stored in said content data storage area (Col. 5 Lines 31-52). 

Regarding claim 4, Verbakel et al. teaches the recording medium according to 
claim 1, as shown above. Verbakel et al. further teaches wherein each of the content 
groups stored in said content data storage area is stored in a form conforming to an SD- 
AUDIO specification (Col. 2 Lines 2-4). The data is stored on an optical disc and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would appreciate that data stored on an optical disc could also be 
stored in some sort of non-volatile flash memory. 

Regarding claim 10, Verbakel et al. teaches a data reproducing method for 
reproducing data stored in a content data storage area of a recording medium, includes 
the following steps of: writing a directory name showing said content groups as selector 
information into said selector storage area (Col. 5 Lines 40-52); and extracting content 
data of each of the content groups selected by said selector from said content data 
storage area, and then reproducing the content data. As shown above, Verbakel et al. 
teaches accessing the content data and this could be interpreted as "reproducing" the 
data and Verbakel et al. teaches the recording medium. 

Regarding claim 14, Verbakel et al. teaches a data recording device comprising: 
a slot into which a recording medium is inserted (Fig. 2); a selector updating section 
which acquires a selector from a selector storage area of said recording medium 
inserted into said slot and, also, updates said selector in conformity with a content group 
to be recorded (Col. 5 Lines 40-52); a content data converting section which inputs 
content data and converts the inputted data into a content group including a file 
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conforming to a specification of said recording medium (Fig. 4); a content data recording 
section which records data of the content group in the content data storage area of said 
recording medium (126, 128, and 130). Finally, Verbakel et al. teaches the recording 
medium, as shown in claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 16, Verbakel et al. teaches the data reproducing method 
according to claim 10, as shown above. Verbakel et al. also teaches further comprising 
the steps of determining whether the selector in the recording medium is available by 
the data reproducing device, and changing a reproducing process based on a result of 
said step of determining (Col. 3 Lines 41-53, using the TOC as Verbakel does teaches 
these features). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Verbakel 
et al. in view of Stefik et al. (US 5634012). 

Regarding claim 3, Verbakel et al. teaches the recording medium according to 
claim 1, as shown above. 

Verbakel et al. lacks using a user identifier to identify the content data. 

Stefik et al. teaches each of the content groups stored in said content data 
storage area is brought into one-to-one correspondence with a user identifier for 
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identifying an individual user (704 - usage rights based on user identification), and said 
selector storage area stores said user identifier as the selector information (704) - part 
of selector includes said rights information (Fig. 7). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to link a user identification with content data because it is desirable to only 
allow certain users access to certain files, and linking user identifications to files can 
make this possible (Col. 4 Lines 2-1 1 ). 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Verbakel 
et al. in view of Saito (JP 9-55069 A). 

Regarding claim 8, Verbakel et al. teaches a data reproducing device comprising: 
a slot into which a recording medium is inserted (Fig. 2); a selector acquiring section 
which acquires selector information of one directory name from a selector storage area 
of said recording medium inserted into said slot (124) (Col. 5 Lines 40-52). Verbakel et 
al. further teaches a content data acquiring section which acquires content data 
contained in each of content groups (126) from the content data storage area of said 
recording medium (Col. 5 Lines 40-43); and a content data reproducing section which 
reproduces the content data acquired by said content data acquiring section. The word 
"reproducing" is quite broad and could be interpreted broadly, in this case accessing the 
data and providing it to the user is considered "reproducing" the data. Finally, the 
recording medium as claimed is taught by Verbakel et al., as shown above. 

Verbakel lacks changing the selector information. 
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Saito teaches wherein a selector updating section which changes the selector 
information acquired from said selector acquiring section, in conformity with a content 
group to be reproduced (Page 14, paragraph 65). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to update the selector information as it is being accessed because it allows 
for a more versatile system that can, for example, control and trace usage of files in a 
digital rights management setting. 

4. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Verbakel 
et al. in view of Saito, Boyken et al. (US 2001/0042048), and Stefik et al. The teachings 
of Verbakel et al. have been discussed above. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Verbakel et al. teaches the data reproducing method 
according to claim 10, as shown above. The claim features that involve the "retracting" 
and "backing" of selector information are not being considered because it is unclear 
what is being done during these steps. The words "retracting" and "backing" are quite 
broad and in the context of this invention, it is unknown what they mean. Verbakel et al. 
does teach the selector information and using the selector information, as shown above. 

Verbakel et al. lacks saving selector information, reproducing only content data of 
a content group, and rewriting said saved selector. 

Saito teaches saving selector information of said recording medium temporarily 
when a user identifier is given by the user, and then updating the given user identifier as 
new selector information; rewriting said saved selector information after the 
reproduction (Page 14 - Paragraph 0065). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to update the selector information as it is being accessed because it allows 
for a more versatile system that can, for example, control and trace usage of files in a 
digital rights management setting. 

Verbakel et al. lacks updating the given user identifier as new file information. 

Boykin et al. teaches updating the given user identifier as new file information 

[0042]. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to update file information with the user identifier because it allows a file to 
become tied to a user, which can be useful in tracking or controlling usage of a file 
(abstract of Boykin et al.). 

Stefik et al. teaches reproducing only content data of a content group 
corresponding to the given user identifier (only authorized users are allowed are allowed 
access to certain content) (105 - Fig. 1 ). Stefik et al. teaches each of the content groups 
stored in said content data storage area is brought into one-to-one correspondence with 
a user identifier for identifying an individual user (704 - usage rights based on user 
identification), and said selector storage area stores said user identifier as the selector 
information (704) - part of selector includes said rights information (Fig. 7). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to link a user identification with content data because it is desirable to only 
allow certain users access to certain files, and linking user identifications to files can 
make this possible (Col. 4 Lines 2-11). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/6/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Verbakel does not teach a number of the claimed 
elements. However, this argument is not found to be persuasive. Applicant argues that 
Verbakel does not teach a content data storage area which stores a plurality of content 
groups. However, Fig. 5 of Verbakel shows a data storage area with a plurality of 
content groups (1 26, 1 28, and 1 30). Applicant further argues that Verbakel does not 
teach a selector storage area. However, Col. 5 Lines 31-57 describe various "selectors" 
that designate various content groups. Applicant also argues that Verbakel does not 
teach the retrieved-information storage area. However, the information contained in the 
Master TOC of Verbakel could be considered by one of ordinary skill in the art to 
contain information including a record address when extracting content and selector 
information (Fig. 4, Col. 5 Lines 31-57). The terms "selector" and "content data" must be 
given their broadest reasonable interpretation. In the present case, the information 
discussed in Verbakel, as detailed above, could be considered by one of ordinary skill in 
the art to be "content data" and "selector" data. 

Applicant argues that Stefik et al. does not teach a number of the claimed 
features. However, Stefik et al. is not relied upon for these features in the above 
rejections. Therefore, these arguments are not found to be persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Saito does not teach a selector updating section which 
changes selector information, however this argument is not found to be persuasive. 
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Saito teaches, in paragraph 65, updating table of content information, which can be 
considered "selector" information, as discussed above. 

Applicant argues that Boykin et al. does not teach a number of the claimed 
features. However, Boykin et al. is not relied upon for these features in the above 
rejections. Therefore, these arguments are not found to be persuasive. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAFFERTY KELLY whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-5031 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 800-1730 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Lee can be reached on (571 ) 272-2398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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